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OUTCOMES-BASED EDUCATION 

1. Mr P.D. OMODEI to the Premier: 

I refer the Premier to a Geraldton teacher who received a flyer from the Premier that offered members of the 
community the opportunity to meet with government ministers during this regional sitting.  This member of the 
public replied the next day, asking to meet the Minister for Education and Training to talk to her about 
outcomes-based education and the new courses of study.  A few days later a reply was received, which, 
according to my notes, stated - 

On behalf of the Premier, I am sorry to inform you that your request for an appointment with Minister 
Ravlich MLC has been unsuccessful. 

(1) Why did the Premier refuse this request from a member of the Geraldton community to meet the 
Minister for Education and Training?  

(2) Given that the Catholic Education Office has now abandoned its support for the Premier’s approach to 
the implementation of OBE, will he stand behind the comments of the Minister for Education and 
Training that she has the support of 90 per cent of teachers and parents for the premature OBE rollout?  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
I truly thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question.   

(1) I am unaware of the detail of that request.  I assume that because the Minister for Education was in 
Geraldton on Monday only, she was unable to meet every person who sought to meet her.  As the 
Leader of the Opposition knows, the upper house of Parliament is sitting in Perth, and she returned to 
Perth on Monday night or Tuesday.  The Leader of the Opposition would be unfamiliar with these 
country cabinet formats because he never did them in the way that we do them.  We invite members of 
the public to meet the ministers so that they have the opportunity to speak to ministers direct.  As far as 
I am concerned, the Leader of the Opposition can take it or leave it.  There is nothing to be read from 
that letter other than genuine unavailability.  If I can get the details, I am prepared to follow that up with 
the individual teacher. 

(2) As the Leader of the Opposition may or may not know, I am not shirking away from the debate about 
outcomes-based education.  This is where I thank him for the lead-in to the issue involving the Catholic 
Education Office.  The CEO of the Catholic Education Office is Mr Ron Dullard, who was mentioned 
this morning in yet another totally misleading an article in The West Australian newspaper that reflected 
the attitude of the editor rather than that of the reporter whose by-line appeared on the article.  I 
understand that the story was substantially rewritten to be basically false by the editor, none other than 
Paul Armstrong, who we all know is not up to the job.  Any member of the audience who wants to 
question the reporters of The West Australian newspaper privately will have it confirmed that he is not 
up to the job and is a severe embarrassment to them.  I will read to the Parliament a letter sent to all 
principals today from the director of the Catholic Education Office, Ron Dullard.  He starts off by 
saying - 

It seems every time I am reported in the West Australian newspaper I am forced to give the full 
picture as the articles and headlines in particular are misleading. 

In my interview with Jessica Strutt I indicated that most Secondary Principals have advised me 
that they would like to delay the introduction of the new Courses of Study.  Nevertheless there 
were a substantial number of Principals who wanted the Courses of Study to go ahead on the 
established timeline.   

This is Mr Dullard.  He continues - 

When I was asked if I would be advising the Minister to stop the introduction of the Courses of Study, 
my answer was NO.   

We could not get much more clear-cut than no.  He goes on to say -  

Catholic Principals overwhelmingly support the OBE approach to learning and teaching.   

We have a classic.  I worked in the game.  I worked in the media.  The editor of The West Australian newspaper 
is borrowing thematically from the tabloids of Britain.  Half of the stories on the Internet are practically lifted 
from the tabloids of Britain and rewritten to fit a local example.  We have an example of what my predecessor 
found particularly hard to deal with.  As the people of Geraldton would know, Dr Gallop was an outstanding 
member of the community.  He believed that, properly informed, the community would invariably make the right 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 31 May 2006] 

 p3338c-3339a 
Mr Paul Omodei; Mr Alan Carpenter; Dr Janet Woollard; Speaker 

 [2] 

decision.  The difficulty he had was how to ensure that the community is properly informed while struggling 
with a newspaper such as The West Australian under its current direction.  It is quite clear that that article, its 
headline and the newspaper’s whole approach to this subject is a campaign and it is run irrespective of the truth.  
Members should ask the principals and the teachers who support OBE whether they get a hearing when they 
contact The West Australian newspaper.  Of course they do not.  There has been a sustained campaign to erode 
confidence in outcomes-based education, and to some extent it is working.  This is the direct response.   

I say to all those teachers - I have said this over and over again - that yes, there are genuine concerns about the 
introduction of outcomes-based education in years 11 and 12.  It has been introduced and has run successfully 
and is overwhelmingly embraced in primary schools and years 8, 9 and 10.  It has been since 1998, as the 
member for Cottesloe told me yesterday.  We will work genuinely, energetically and fastidiously with those 
teachers in years 11 and 12 who are having difficulties with the change.  There are challenges; there always are, 
especially in education.  Any change is difficult.  But we will work with the teachers to make sure the transition 
is successful.  Why are we doing it?  We are doing it because we know and members opposite know that it is in 
the best interests of our children.  That is why we are doing it and that is why we have to keep going.   

Point of Order 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  I ask the Premier to table that document.   

The SPEAKER:  If the document was an official document, it can be tabled.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have no problem tabling a copy, although this particular one has handwritten notes to 
me on it.  I will get a copy and provide it.   
 


